PRESS RELEASE



Longlist announcements of Sheikh Zayed Book Award Continue 
Children’s Literature and Young Author 

Abu Dhabi, 14 December 2016 –The Sheikh Zayed Book Award announced today its longlist for two categories; ‘Children’s Literature’ and ‘Young Author’. 
The titles in the ‘Children’s Literature’ longlist were selected from more than 95 nominations mostly received from five countries; Egypt, Lebanon, Saudi, Kuwait and Syria.  
	
	Book title


	Author
	Nationality
	Publisher

	1
	‘al betaqa al ajeeba’ (The Amazing Card)
	Samar Barraj
	Lebanon 
	Al Salwa – Jordan 2014

	2
	‘haflat shai fi qasr Cinderella’ (A Tea Party at Cinderella’s Palace)
	Arwa Khamayyis 
	Saudi Arabia
	Arwa Al-Arabeia- Saudi 2015

	3
	‘ al manzel al azraq’ (the Blue House) 
	Samah Ezzat
	Egypt
	Dar al Banan – Lebanon 2016

	4
	‘bila qubba’a’ (Hatless)
	Lateefa Buti 
	Kuwait
	Seedan Media – Kuwait 2015 

	5
	‘sadeeq al nujoom’ (Friend of Stars)
	Hassan Abdallah 
	Lebanon 
	Academia International- Lebanon 2017 

	6
	‘al zi’ba Um kaseb’ (Umm Kaseb, the She-Wolf) 
	Lina al Hasan 
	Syria
	Hakaya- Lebanon 2016

	7
	Nuwayyer (nuwayyer)
	Taleb Al Alrefai 
	Kuwait
	Kalimat, UAE 2015 

	8
	Princess Buhruj Palace
	Ahlam Bsharat 
	Palestine
	Palestine Workshop 2016


For the ‘Young Author’ category, eight books have made it to the longlist out of 367 titles, most of which come from UAE, Kuwait, Jordan, Lebanon and Morocco. The titles are:
	
	Book title


	Type
	Author
	Country
	Publisher

	1
	‘al darak al a’la’ (A Higher Abyss)
	A novel
	Khaled Alnasrallah
	Kuwait
	Nova Plus, Kuwait 2016

	2
	‘fi’ran ummi Hissa’ (My mom Hissa’s mice) 
	A novel
	Saud Al-Sanusi
	Kuwait
	Arab Scientific Publishers - Difaf, Lebanon 2015

	3
	‘risalat al nur’ (Message of Light)
	A novel
	Mohammed Tarazi 
	Lebanon
	Arab Scientific Publishers, Lebanon 2016

	4
	‘qitar Paris’ (Paris Train) 
	A novel
	Bahaa Al Gharaibeh
	Jordan
	Arab institute for Research and Publishing , Lebanon 2016 

	5
	‘Shaqraa’ kal dahab’ (Blonde as Gold) 
	A novel
	Abdulla Al- Mannaei
	Bahrain
	Arab Scientific Publishers, Lebanon 2016

	6
	‘al balagha wal sard’ (The rhetoric and narrative) 
	A study
	Hecham Mechbal
	Morocco
	Dar Konoz, 2015

	7
	‘al harb, muqaraba falsafiyya’ (a philosophical approach to war) 
	A study
	Zuhair el-Yagoubi 
	Morocco
	Difaf Publising , 2016

	8
	‘lughat al takhatub al hijaji’ (a study of Ibn Hazm’s argumentative discourse)
	A study
	Mustafa Al-Attar
	Morocco
	Dar Konoz, Jordan 2017


In the past few weeks, the award announced longlist in three categories; ‘Best Contribution to Development of Nations’, ‘Arts and Literary Criticism’ and ‘Translation’. The rest of categories will be revealed in the next few weeks.
###
Notes to the Editor

The foundation of the Award was laid out in memory of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, ruler of Abu Dhabi and President of UAE for more than 30 years, and his pioneering role in national unity and the country’s development. It is presented every year to outstanding writers, intellectuals, publishers as well as young talents whose writings and translations of humanities have scholarly and objectively enriched Arab cultural, literary and social life.

The Sheikh Zayed Book award is an independent cultural award administered by Abu Dhabi Tourism and Culture Authority, with a total monetary value of seven million UAE dirhams.

Award Objectives

1. Honor intellectuals, researchers, and writers, who have made significant contributions in literature, social sciences and the culture and knowledge of modern age

2. Honor prominent figures who have outstanding achievements at a regional and international level, and informing readers about them in the context of creativity and innovative thought

3. Appreciate the immense cultural role of translators who enrich culture, promote dialogue between civilizations, and bring nations together.

4. Encourage creativity of youth, and motivate them to research, and create a spirit of positive competition in this vital sector that represents the nation's present and future.

5. Honor institutions, research centers, Arab and international publishing houses that represent an inventive cultural project that caters for creativity, and promote the human values of dialogue and tolerance.

6. Encourage children and adolescent's literature, which seeks to develop this important segment of society, and their aesthetic taste, and constructs their cultural identity on the foundation of creative interaction between the past and present.

Categories

The award recognizes cultural achievement across one of the broadest and most diverse areas of any cultural awards internationally, including:

· Contribution to the Development of Nations

Consists of books in the fields of economics, sociology and law which contribute to a nation's advancement, whether the study is a theoretic review or documentation of practice.

· Children’s Literature [including adolescents books]

Covers literary, scientific and cultural books addressing various children’s groups and adolescents, whether it is fictional stories or simplified factual historical and scientific narratives, put in an artistic layout.

· Young Author

Recognizes works in science, literature, culture, fine arts and humanities, in addition to scientific theses that are published, produced by authors younger than 40 years

· Translation

Recognizes translated works, either to or from Arabic, provided it maintains loyalty to original source, linguistic accuracy, and maintaining the context.

· Literature

Represents works across various categories of literature including poetry, short stories, novels, biographies, theatrical plays and other types of arts

· Literary and Art Criticism

Covers works of criticism in the fields of art, cinema, music, theatrical plays, studies of image, architecture, sculpture, historical ruins, folkloric arts, and history of literature and theories.

· Arabic Culture in Other Languages

Recognizes written works produced in languages other than the Arabic, tackling Arab civilization and culture, including humanities, fine arts, literature (novels, shorts stories, poems) and history.

· Publishing and Technology

Includes publishers, distributors, research institutions and cultural institutions, which promote culture through various forms of digital, visual and audio processes.

· Cultural Personality of the Year (Open to individuals and organizations)

Honors a prominent Arab or international figure (or organization) who has contributed to the advancement of the Arabic culture, embodies through his/her work tolerance and promotes peaceful coexistence.

***

